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S L I 

Dreads he the twanging of the archer’s firing ? 

Or iinging fioncs from the Phoenician fling ? Sandys. 
Slings have fo much greater fwiftnefs than a ftone thrown 
from the hand, by how much the end of the Jling is farther off 
from the flioulder-joint, the center of motion. IVtlkins. 
T he Tufcan king 

Laid by the lance, and took him to the fling-. 

Thrice whirl’d the thong around his head, and threw 
The heated lead, half melted as it flew. Dryden'sAdn . 

Whirl’d from a fling , or from an engine thrown, 

Amidft the foes, as flies a mighty ftone. 

So flew the beaft. Dry den's Ovid. 

2. A throw ; a ftroke. 

’Till cram’d and gorg’d, nigh burft 
With fuck’d and glutted offal, at one fling 
Of thy victorious arm, well-pleaiing Ion. Milt. Par. Lofl. 

3. A kind of hanging bandage. 

To Sling, v.a. [from the noun.] 

1. To throw by a fling. 

2. To throw; to caff. Not very proper. 

./Etna’s entrails fraught with fire. 

That now cafts out dark fumes and pitchy clouds, 

Incenft, or tears up mountains by the roots. 

Or flings a broken rock aloft in air. Addiflon. 

3. To hang loofely by a firing. 

From rivers drive the kids, and fling your hook; 

Anon I'll wafh ’em in the fhallow brook. Dryden. 

4. To move by means of a rope. 

Coenus I faw amidft the fhouts 
Of mariners, and bufy care to fling 
His horfes foon afhore. Dryden's Cleomenes. 

They flung up one of their largeft hogfheads, then rolled 
it towards my hand, and beat out the top. Gulliver's Travels. 
Sli'nger. n.f. [from^/«£.J One who flings or ufes the fling. 

The flingers went about it, and finote it. 2 Kings iii. 25. 
To Slink, v.n. preter .flunk, [j-hnjan, Saxon, to creep.] To 
fneak ; to fteal out of the way. 

We will flink away in fupper-time, difguife us at my lodg¬ 
ing, and return all in an hour. Sbakefp. Mercb. cf Venice. 
As we do turn our backs 
From our companion, thrown into his grave. 

So his familiars from his buried fortunes 

Slink away. Sbakefp. Timon of Athens. 

He, after Eve feduc’d, unminded flunk 
Into the wood faft by. Milton's Par a die Lofl. 

Not- far from hence doth dwell 
A cunning man, hight Sidrophel, 

To whom all people far and near 
On deep importances repair; 

When brafs and pewter hap to ftray. 

And linen flinks out of the way. Hudibras. 

She flunk into a corner, where file lay trembling ’till the 
company went their way. L’ Ejlrange. 

He would pinch the children in the dark, and then flink into 
a corner, as if no body had done it. Arbuthn. Hifl. of J. Bull. 
A wcafel once made fhift to flink 
In at a corn-loft through a chink; 

But having amply fluff’d his fkin, 

Could not get out as he got in. Pope's Epifl. of Horace. 
We have a fufpicious, fearful, and conftrained countenance, 
often turning back, and Jlinking through narrow lanes. Suift. 

To Slinic. v.a. To caff; to milcarry of. A low word. 

To prevent a mare’s fl.nking her foal, in fnowy weather 
keep her where flie may have good fpring- water to drink. Ma t. 
To SLIP. v. n. [flipan, Saxon; flippen, Dutch.] 

1. Toflidc; not to tread firm. 

If a man walks over a narrow bridge, when he is drunk, it 
is no wonder that he forgets his caution while he overlooks his 
danger; but he who is fober, and views that nice feparation 
between himfeif and the devouring deep, fo that, if hefhould 
flip , he fees his grave gaping under him, furely mull needs take 
every flep with horrour and the utmoft caution. Sooth. 

A fkilful dancer on the ropes flips willingly, and makes a 
feeming Humble, that you may think him in great hazard, 
while he is only giving you a proof of his dexterity. Dryden. 
If after fome diftinguifh’d leap 
He drops his pole, and feems to flip. 

Straight gath’i ingall his aClive ftrength, 

He rifes higher half his length. Prior. 

2. To Aide ; to glide. 

Oh Ladon, happy Ladon ! rather Aide than run by her, left 
thou fhouldfl make her legs flip from her. Sidney. 

They trim their feathers, which makes them oily and flip- 
pery, that the water may Jl p off them. Mortimer's Husbandry. 

3. To move or fly out of place. 

Sometimes the ancle-bone is apt to turn out on either fide, 
by reafon of relaxation, which though you reduce, yet, upon 
the Icaft walking on it, the bom-flips out again. fVifeman. 

4. To fneak; to flink. 

From her moft bcaflly company 
I ’gan refrain, in mind t o flip away. 

Soon as appear’d fafe opportunity. Spenfer. 
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When Judas faw that his hoft flipt away, he was f 
troubled. , . Iore 

rU flip down out of my lodging. Dryden's Lon SebaH' 

I hus one tradefman flips away, J “ 

To give his partner fairer play. ' p r - 

5. To glide; to pafs unexpectedly or imperceptibly. 

The banks of either fide feeming arms of the loving earth 
that fain would embrace it, and the river a wanton nvm^’ 
which ftill would flip from it. g-Jf ’ 

The blefling of the Ford flial! flip from thee, without doi^ 
thee any good, if thou haft not ceafed from doing evil. Tudf 
Slip/ ing from thy mother’s eye thou went'it^ ' 

Alone into the temple; there was found 
Among the gravell rabbits dilputant. 

On points and queftions fitting Moles’ chair. Milton 

1 hrice arounn his neck his arms he threw, 

And thrice the flitting fhadow flipp'd away. 

Like winds or empty dreams that fly the day. Dryden 
Though with pale cheeks, wet beard, and dropping hair " 
None but my Ceyx could appear fo fair, 

I would have ftrain’d him with a ftridt embrace; 

But through my arms he flipt, and vanifli’d from the place. 

Dryoen. 

When a corn flips out of their paws, they take hold of it 
a g a ‘ n - Addiflris Spectator. 

Wife men watch every opportunity, and retrieve every 
mifpent hour which boss,flipped from them. Refers. 

I will impute no detect to thole two years which have flipped 
by Cnee. Swift to P^t. 

6. To fall into fault or errour. 

If he had been as you. 

And you as he, you would have flipt like him ; 

But he, like you, would not have been fo flcrn. Shalefpeare. 
One flippeth in his fpeech, but not from his heart. Eccluf. 
An eloquent man is known far and near; but a man of un- 
derftanding knoweth when he flippeth. Ecc'tf. xxi. 7. 

7. To creep by overfight. 

Some miflakes may have/?// into it; but others will be pre¬ 
vented by the names being now fet at length, jidv. to Dunuad. 

8. To efcape; to fall away out of the memory. 

By the hearer it is ftil! prefumed, that if they be let flip for 
the prefent, what good foever they contain is loft, and that 
without all hope of recovery. Hooter. 

The mathematician proceeds upon propofitions he has once 
demonftrated; and though the demonllration may have flipt 
out of his memory, he builds upon the iruih. Addifon. 

Ufe the moft proper methods to retain the ideas you have 
acquired; for the mind is ready to ict many of them flip, un- 
lels fome pains be taken to fix them upon the memory. IVatts. 

To Slip. v. a. 

1. To convey fecretly. 

In his officious attendance upon his miftrefs he tried to ftp 
a powder into her drink. Arbuthn. Hifl. fl John Bull. 

2. To lofe by negligence. 

You are not now to think what’s beft to do. 

As in beginnings; but what mull be done. 

Being thus enter’d; and flip no advantage 

That may fecure you. Ben. Johnfm's Catihr.t. 

Let us not flip th’ occafion, whether fcorn 
Or fatiate fury yield it from our foe. Milton. 

One ill man may not think of the mifehief he could do, or 
flip the occafion. L'Ejlrange. 

To flip the market, when thus fairly offered, is great im¬ 
prudence. Collier. 

For watching occafions to correCl others in their difeourfe, 
and not to flip any opportunity of fhewing their talents, Icho- 
lars are moft blamed. Locle. 

Thus far my author has flipt his firft defign ; not a letter of 
what has been yet faid prometing any ways the trial. Atterb. 

3. To part twigs from the main body by laceration. t 

The runners fpread from the mailer-roots, and have littie 
fprouts or roots to them, which, bung cut four or five inches 
long, make excellent lets: the branches alfo may be flipped ar.-l 
planted. Mortimer s Husbandry. 

4. To efcape from; to leave fliiy. 

This bird you aim’d at, though you hit it not. 

— Oh, fir, LuccnUn flipp’d me like his greyhound, ; 
Which runs himfeif, and catches for his mafter. Shakeff • 

5. Tojetloofc. 

On Eryx altars lays / 

A lamb new fallen to the ftormy fcas ; < r 

Then flips his haulfers, and his anchors weighs. Dryden. ) 

6. To let a dog lcofe. 

The impatient greyhound, flipt from far, 

Bounds o’er the glebe, to courle the fearful hare. Dry n - 

7. To throw off any thing that holds one. 

Forced to alight, my horfc flijped his bridle, and r-n 
away. 

8. To pafs over negligently. . . 

If our author gives us a lift of his doAnne?, with yinai 
reafon can that about indulgences he flipped over ? Attervury 
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Slip n.f [from the verb.] 

The act of flipping ; talfc Itcp- 
2. Errour; miftalce ; fault. 

There put on him 

What forgeries you plcafe: marry, none fo rank 

/vs may difiionour him. 

gut, iir, fuch wanton, wild, and ufual flips. 

As are moft known to youth and liberty. Shakcjpcare. 

Uf the promife there made, our mafter hath failed us, by J.ip 
of memory, or injury of time. Hattons Architecture. 

This religious atte&ion, which nature has implanted in 
man, would be the moft enormous flip fhe could commit. 

Alore’s Antidote agamjl Atbci.m. 
One cafual flip is enough to weigh down the faithful fcrvice 
of a long lift. “ L'Ejlrange. 

Alonzo, mark the characters ; 

And if th’ impoftor’s pen have made a flip. 

That (hews it counterfeit, mark that and fave me. Dryden. 
Liohting upon a very eafy flip I have made, in putting one 
feemmgly indifferent word for another, that difeovery opened 


to me this prelent view. 


Locke. 


off. 


Moxcn's Mech. Exer. 


Any little flip is more confpicuous and obfervable in a 
good man's conduCl than in another’s, as it is not ol a piece 
with his charadlcr. Add fan's Speitator. 

5-. A twig torn from the main flock. 

In truth, they are fewer, when they come to be difeuffed by 
reafm, than otherwife they feem, when by heat of conten¬ 
tion they are divided into many flips, and of every branch an 
heap is made. Hooker. 

The flits of their vines have been brought into Spain. Abb. 

Adoption ftrives with nature, and choice breeds 
A native flip to us from foreign feeds. Shalefpeare. 

Thy mother took into her blameful bed 
Some llern untutor’d churl, and noble flock 
Was graft with crab-tree^?//, whofe fruit thou art. Shakef. 
Trees arc apparelled with flowers or herbs by boring holes 
in their bodies, and putting into them earth holpen with muck, 
and fitting feeds or flips of violets in the earth. Bacon. 

So have I feen fome tender flip. 

Sav’d with care from Winter’s nip, 

The pride of her carnation train, 

Pluck'd up by fome unheedy fwain. Milton. 

The lab’rer cuts 

Yaun^ flips, and in the foil fecurely puts. Dryden. 

They are propagated not only by the lecd, but many alfo by 
the root, and fome by flips or cuttings. Ray on the Creation. 

4. A lealh or firing in which a dog is held. 

I fie you Hand like greyhounds in the flips. 

Straining upon the flart.' Sbakefp. Henry V. 

God is faid to harden the heart permiflivcly, but not ope¬ 
ratively, nor effectively; as he who only lets loofe a grey¬ 
hound out of the jlip , is faid to hound him at the hare. Bramh. 

3. An efcape ; a defertion. I know not whether to give the flip, 
be not originally taken from a dog that runs and leaves the 
firing or fli > in the leader’s hand. 

The more fhamc for her goodyfhip. 

To give fo near a friend th so flip. Hudibras. 

The daw did not like his companion, and gave him the flip, 
and away into the woods. L'Ejlrange. 

Their explications are not your’s, and will give you the 
flip- Locie. 

6. A long narrow piece. 

Between thefe fcaftern and weftern mountains lies os flip of 
lower ground, which runs acrofs the ifland. Addiflon. 

Sli'pboard. n.f. [flip and boerrd.] A board Aiding in grooves. 
1 ventured to draw hack the flipboard on the roof, contrived 
on purpofe to let in air. Gullivers Travels. 

Sli'pknot. n.f. [flip and knot.] A bowknot; a knot ealily 
untied. 

I hey draw oft fo much line as is neceflary, and faften the 
reft upon the linc-rowl with a fl-pknot , that no more line turn 


In large wounds a fingle knot firft; over this a little linen 
comprefs, on which is to be made another fingle knot, and 
then a flipbiot, which may be loofined upon inflammation. 
q_ 0 Sharp*s Surgery. 

v, Snpjhoe. n.f. [from flip.) A fhoe without lea¬ 

rner behind, into which the foot flips tafily. 

A gown made cf the fincll wool, * 

Which from our pretty lambs we pull; 
lair lined flippers for the cold, 

^ ith buckles of the pureft gold ; 

A belt of ftrnw and ivy buds, 

VVith corai clafps, and amber ftuds. Raleigh. 

If he went abroad too much, fhe’d ufe 
To giv e him flippers, and lock up his fhoes. Kino 

I hrice rung the bell, th tflipper knock’d the ground. 

And me prefi’d watch return’d a filver found. ° p o; . e , 

cE'-rt fT lr P un > Saxon.] Slippery; not firm. Ob- Slit 
a * er ., ps never ln llfc bl,t for poetical convenience 
A truftlefs ft ate of earthly thing-, and flipper hope ; oir 

U mortaI mcn , that fwinkc and fweat for nought. Spenfer 
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Slipperin'ess. n.f. [kom flippery.] 

,. State or quality of being flipper/; fmoothnefs; glibnels. 

We do not only fall by the Jlipperinefs of our tongues, but 
wc deliberately difeipline them to mifehief. Grv. of the Tug ue. 

The fchirrus may be diftinguifhed by its want of innamma- 
tion in the fkin, its fmoothnefs, and Jlipperinefs deep m the 

breaft. Shar P 5 

2. Uncertainty; want of firm footing. 

Sli'ppeRY. adj. [ylipup, Saxon ; fliperig, Swedilh] 

1. Smooth; glib. ' , -. 

They trim their feathers, which makes them oily and////- 

pery, that the water flips oft. Mortimer. 

Oily lubftances only lubricate and make the bowels flip- 

. ‘ Arbuthnot. 

fery. 

2. Not affording firm footing. 

Did you know the art o’ th’court, 

As hard to leave as keep; whofe top to climb. 

Is certain falling ; or fs>Jhpp’ry, that 

The fear’s as bad as falling. Sbakefp. Cymlehne. 

His promife to trull to as flippery as ice. ^ 7 njjcr. 

Their way fhall be <ssfl ppiry ways in the darknefs. Jer. xxiii. 

The flipp’ry tops of human llate. 

The gilded pinacles of fate. Coivley. 

The higher they are railed, the giddier they are; the more 
flippery is ttieir Handing, and the deeper the fall. L'Ejlrange. 
The highc-ft hill is the moft flifp'ry place. 

And fortune mocks us with a fmilmg lace. Denham. 

Beauty, like ice, our footing does betray; 

Who can tread fure on the fmooth Jlppery way ? Dryden. 

3. Hard to hold ; hard to keep. 

Thus furelv bound, yet be not overbold. 

The flipp’ry god will try to loofe his hold ; 

And various forms affunie, to cheat thy fight. 

And with vain images of bcafts affright. Diydcn’s Georg. 

4. Not Handing firm. 

When they fall, as being flipp'ry flanders. 

The love that lean’d on them as flipp'ry too, 

Doth one pluck down another, and together 

Die in. the faft. Sheikej. Troilus and Crejf.da. 

5. Uncertain; changeable; mutable; inflable. 

Oh world, thy flippery turns! Friends now faft fworn, 
Whofe double boloms feem to wear one heart, 

Whofe hours, whole bed, whofe meal and exercife. 

Are ftill together; who twine, as ’twere, in love 
Unfeparahle, fhall within this hour. 

On a diffenfion of a doit, break out 
To bitterefl enmity. Shalefpeare. 

He looking down 

With fcorn or pity on the flippery flate 

Of kings, will tread upon the neck of fate. Denh. Sophy. 

6. Not certain in its cffetSl. 

One fure trick is better than a hundred flippery ones. L'EJir. 

7. [ Lubrique , French.] Not chafte. 

My wife is flppery. Shakejp. I Vinter's Tale. 

Sli'ppv. adv. [from flip.] Slippery; cafily Aiding. A bar¬ 
barous provincial word. 

^ The white of an egg is ropy, flippy, and nutritious. Flayer. 
Sli'pshc d. adj. [flip and Jhod.] Having the fhoes not pulled 
up at the heels, but barely flipped on. 

The JlipJhod ’prentice from his mailer’s door 
Had par’d the dirt, and fprinkled round the floor. Swift. 
S1.1 ps r.op. n. f Bad liquor. A low word formed by redupli¬ 
cation of flop. 

Slish. n.f. A low word formed by reduplicating flafl). 

What! this a fleeve r 
Here’s fnipand nip, and flijh and flafh. 

Like to a center in a barber’s fhop. Sbakefpeare. 

To Slit. v.a. pret. and part, flit and flitted, [yliran, Saxon.] 
To cut longwife. 

To make plants medicinable flit the root, and infufe into it 
the medicine ; as hellebore, opium, fcammony, and then bind 
u U P- Bacon’s Nat. H, tory. 

The deers of Arginufa had their ears divided, occafioned at 
firft by flitting the ears. Brown’s Vu gar Errours. 

Had it hit 

The upper part of him, the blow 

Had flit, as fure as that below. Hudibras. 

YVeflit the preternatural body open. TVifeman's Surgery. 
A liberty might he left to the judges to inflict death, or fome 
notorious mark, by flitting the note, or brands upon the 
cnccks. Ten t)' 

If a tinned or plated body, which, being of an even thiclc- 
nefs, appears all over of an uniform colour, fhould befit into 
thread , or broken into fragments of the fame thicknefs with 
the plate, I fee no reafon why every thread or fraement fhould 
not keep its colour Newton's Opt. 

He took a freak r 

To flit my tongue, and make me fpeak. ou 

IT 'ln 4 t i r ' ir ’ ^ aX r n ,'. J . A 0n = cut ’ or narrow opening. 

In ht James s fields is a conduit of brick, unto wh 

n 3 ?' v V f u V and at thc of that a round houfe of 
ftone, and in the brick conduit there is a window, and in the 

round 


Swift. 

z. 

i-hich 
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